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by Nick Bowcott 


George Lynch— 
Dokken's 
Mr. Scary 


ONE OF GEORGE LYNCH'S MANY 
guitars is a Kramer Baretta that is so 
beaten up, it makes Edward Van 
Halen's infamous '5150' axe look 
almost respectable. George calls this 
unfortunate instrument “Mr. Scary.” 
The term “Mr. Scary” also happens to 
be a pretty accurate description of 
George as a guitarist—he's so hot he's 
frightening! His distinctive lead work is 
both fiery and melodic, and often 
displays a speed and accuracy that 
few others can match. Lynch's 
imaginative and tasteful rhythm playing 
is also worth listening to closely. 

Dokken’s first album, Breakin’ the 
Chains, was released in Europe in 
mid-1982 and a reworked version was 
put out in America during August, 
1983. The band’s next LP, Tooth and 
Nail, was issued in the summer of 
1984 and its excellence, coupled with 
seven months of extensive touring, 
established Dokken as a major rock 
act in America. George’s performance 
on the record showcases the many 
facets of his playing, writing and 
arranging talents. The group’s current 
LP, Under Lock and Key, has 
confirmed Lynch as being one of the 
major forces in the rock guitar jungle. 

George's early playing influences 
include Clapton, Beck, Hendrix, 
Blackmore and West. Although Lynch 
had a few lessons when he began, he 
is largely self-taught and learned by 
playing along with records and the 
radio. Unlike a lot of players, however, 


A run taken from George Lynch's “Into The Fire" solo 
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George Lynch’s main axe is a Kramer Custom, but the ace guitarist is also known to 
use Fender Stratocasters, Gibson Les Pauls and an Aria acoustic. 


George didn't copy other people's 
solos: “1 used to find it tough to copy а 
song note for note, so Га do it in my 
own way. What Га do is just improvise 
along with a song and try to pick up the 
other player's point of view. By using 
this approach, | developed my own 
style, and that's how | still learn now—! 
find it broadens my outlook and helps 
get me out of a rut." 

Although George's playing has been 
highly acclaimed, he is always striving 
to improve on it. "You have to have 
that 'best on the block' attitude, 
otherwise you'll lose your edge and 
also your desire to progress," he 
states. “Гуе always kept pushing 
because | never felt that | could sit 
back and say ‘Hey, I’m good enough 
now.’ l'm never content with my 
playing, and that drives me to kick 
myself in the butt to do a lot better.” 

George’s views on what makes up a 
good solo are also interesting: “A solo 
should have melody and it needs to 
build. It should also have enough 
energy—that's where speed becomes 
important. A lot of players knock fast 
playing, but | reckon it’s essential in 
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certain situations. Speed can create 
tension and excitement if used 
properly. And it's impressive!” 

Below is a transcription of a run 
similar to the one used by George 
towards the end of his “Into the Fire” 
solo. The run is an A natural minor 
(A,B,C,D,E,F,G) and requires left hand 
speed and accuracy to be played 
properly. Although the run may seem 
complex at first view, it is, in fact, very 
logical. It also sounds melodic, as well 
as impressive. 

I have included a suggested 
fingering and | recommend that you try 
it. as it will help to strengthen your 
fretboard fingers, especially the pinky. 
Don't try to play the run faster than you 
are capable of doing, otherwise, you'll 
end up hitting lots of bum notes. Build 
the speed up sensibly as you become 
more accustomed to the run. 

The author would like to thank 
George's guitar technician, Mat 
Masciandaro, for setting up the 
interview. 


Nick Bowcott is guitarist for RCA 
recording artists Grim Reaper. 
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